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Although having virtually nothing of a positive nature to say I am unable to 
withhold the second Newsletter any longer. The opening epistle of the year on 
15th January was only just over four months ago but we are now inhabiting an 
entirely new world order and which for the foreseeable future will probably 
contain little or no cricket. I actually started this Newsletter more than a 
month ago but have lacked the enthusiasm to complete until now. However, I 
can start with some good news. Owing to the prudent fiscal management of 
the club by your Fuhrer during recent years no player has been placed on 
furlough. I believe that only Lancashire & Surrey have the same boast. All 
existing salaries will be honoured in full although contractual obligations 
prevent me from naming amounts and recipients. Needless to say, I am 
seriously considering not taking my customary performance related bonus this 
year! A little more welcome news for you is that as you’ve all paid your 
subscriptions for this season, they will be at a reduced level next year as 
compensation. 
 
As you know I am already involved in cancelling our early season fixtures. As 
cancellations will undoubtedly continue, they will be shown on the website 
fixture list. In parallel I am informing our opponents that if feasible we will take 
re-arranged fixtures later in the season providing that participating in sport is 
permitted once again. 
 
Well lo and behold having just typed the above paragraph I have now read in 
the newspaper that there is a chance that recreational cricket might be given 
permission to start in July - so there may be hope. 
 
Anyway, moving on from that excitement to events later in the year which may 
actually happen. The Golf Championship, the organiser being Ed Pearson, is to 
be held on Thursday 13th August at Royal Worlington. The club Barbecue is on 
Saturday 5th September at David & Helen Pimblett’s. John Burnett is again 
organising the Real Tennis Tournament at the Newmarket Real Tennis Club on 
Sunday 25th October. Finally, the Annual Dinner is taking place on Saturday 28th 
November again in Fenners Pavilion and is in the capable hands of Ed Dodson. 
 



On the playing front, such as it is, the main movement has been out. Only two 
new players have signed up and which comprise Finn Karsten, who has already 
guested most effectively on a number of occasions, and Alex Lockie, a young 
OP wicket keeper / batsman. A few others were in the pipeline but were not 
pursued with the pandemic about to devastate the season. There are sadly 
several departures which seemingly came about through inertia as much as 
from a positive mindset. Most notable in this category are Nat Gimson and 
Josh Holmes whilst Ryan Stephens has returned to Australia. 
 

On the charity front I am pleased to 
report that the sum of £520 has been 
donated to the Elizabeth Cotemen Fund 
and for which Gerald Coteman is most 
appreciative. Indeed, being sent with this 
Newsletter is an email from Gerald 
passing on his thanks and giving other 
information. As you are aware our very 
own Will Hammond is currently in Kenya 
working with the Macheo charity. I took 
the liberty of assuming your support by 
making a donation of just in excess of 

£115 and thus exceeding the amount given by our urban cousin the CtCCCC 
(aka George Dean & mates) by a few pence to show our caring side! 
 
As I believe that most of you are aware during the Winter I stumbled across 
another Philanderers club and subsequently made contact. They appear to be 
an admirable bunch who were actually formed a year before ourselves in 1985. 
Appropriately they are centred in the Oxford area and are enthusiastic about 
playing us. So, it has been provisionally agreed that we will tour that fair city in 
2021 with our match to be in The Parks. 
 
I should mention that despite the likely lack of much cricket I am having fixture 
cards printed as a defiant gesture against coronavirus. Mentioning this has, for 
some reason, caused a thought to come tumbling into my mind. About the 
only upside to this current disaster is that it prolongs the long unbeaten run of 
the Sunday XI although perhaps this is not the best way to keep the record in-
tact.  
 
Prior to rambling to a conclusion, I wish to emphasise that I will do my utmost 
to get the club some cricket later in the summer. Apart from any late fixtures 
which emerge unscathed I have agreed with some already cancelled 
opponents that we are willing to play re-arranged matches until early October 
- groundsmen permitting of-course. Obviously, selection for any such games 

 

Will with some new friends 



will depend upon the willingness of players being happy to turn out. I shall 
totally respect the decision of anyone preferring to opt out. 
 
Finally, a piece of excellent news to cheer you all up. Whilst self-isolating you 
will be thrilled to know that I have been fortunate enough to have found a 
fulltime paper boy and part time bin man. Namely one Edward Dodson. 
Currently he has a perfect performance record and would appear, cricket or no 
cricket, a shoe in for the Endeavour Trophy at the Annual Dinner. However, 
just to show that Ed is no one trick pony paper boy please see the photographs 
below showing the full range of his talents. 
 
Keep safe and keep well everyone. 
         Phil 
 
         27th May, 2020 
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Ed's ephemeral early promise (discovered resting in the attic after several decades!!) 



 

 

 

Ed entertaining some unknown cricket "celebrities" at Lords in those halcyon pre lockdown days 

 

In between delivering the Fuhrer's newspapers Ed has found time during lockdown to design 

and build his own golf course 

 

 

 


