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Covid willing the start of the season is now not much more than a month away 
so the time has come to indulge myself with the first Newsletter of 2021. 
Firstly, may I express the hope that everyone and their nearest and dearest 
have come through this bleak winter safely and are now ready to indulge in a 
freedom breakout, hopefully abetted by some warm Spring weather. Now 
moving onto specifics may I begin by dealing with membership movements. 
 
At the top of the tree a wondrous elevation has taken place in raising Simon 
Yorke to Hon Life Member status. Simon was a batting god, not to mention a 
great clubman, during the early incarnation of the club and should probably 
have been elevated earlier. No chance of escape now Simon! 
 
On the Playing Membership front recruitment has been phenomenal with nine 
additions. These comprise youthful recent Perse school leavers Tom Bale, Ben 
Cross, George Doel, Amith Hariharasudham, Jack Rusted and Dineth 
Wijewardena. Tom Barnard is of unknown heritage but played County Schools 
cricket with Ed & Will. Finally, Alex Carew and Nat Gimson are welcomed back 
after taking sabbaticals. This is excellent news for the club and I hope that 
everyone enjoys their association with The Philanderers. On the debit side I am 
pleased to say that movement is minimal. Dr Guy Skinner has gone missing, 
presumably he may shortly be viewed driving the rover vehicle on Mars, and 
Nick Cox has retired to be a back bench VP whilst doctoring in the south west. 
 
Vice President change is also more significant than usual with the acquisition of 
Peter Buchanan, a comrade in the startlingly talented Old Persean RUFC 1st XV 
of the 1960s who also loves his cricket; Christopher Dean, a friendly local 
umpire who played for Flycatchers, Grannies & Nomads in his younger days; 
Tim Middleton, in a most welcome return from his own sabbatical; Bill Rusted, 
who is not only the male parent of Jack but even more importantly he opened 
the batting in the inaugural game at Ely in 1986 and is therefore almost god 
like; Philip Turner, founder and Chief Executive of The Chestnut Group which is 
kindly sponsoring our website this year. A very warm welcome to you all. 
 



  

Turning now to the fixture list and to which I have added three matches since it 
was originally published a while ago. These comprise an evening encounter 
with ARM and Sunday afternoon games with Abington and Dell Boys. The latter 
is a recently formed club comprising Old Leysians so there could be some 
blood on the pitch after that match. We now have 23 fixtures in total and 
which is the highest number for some time. 
 
Other dates for your diaries are the Barbecue being held at the Pimbletts on 
Saturday 3rd July and the Real Tennis Tournament on Sunday 31st October at 
Newmarket Real Tennis Club. There are no firm arrangements yet for the Golf 
Championship nor for the Annual Dinner but these will be made soon. 
 
I now have an increased stock of club lambswool sweaters, both sleeveless & 
long sleeved, and for which you will receive my sales pitch shortly. Sadly, I am 
experiencing difficulties in procuring a supply of club polo shirts as it seems 
that companies are not keen on producing bespoke garments for some reason. 
However, I am not giving up the hunt. 
 
As you will have already gleaned the club website has a new Sponsor, The 
Chestnut Group, which owns a selection of quality inns, pubs and restaurants 
throughout East Anglia. We are grateful for the support of The Chestnut Group 
especially as it is being given during these bleak pandemic days when business 
has been non-existent. 
 
I am pleased to inform you all that the new electronic scoreboard is now 
properly in position at Exning Park. A plaque signifying the financial support 
given by The Philanderers will placed next to the scoreboard although 
unfortunately I’ve yet to persuade Burwell & Exning CC to erect a statue of 
your leader nearby! The new scoreboard is pictured below. 
 
All that remains is for me to express the hope that we get a full season of 
cricket this year. Go forth and enjoy. 
 
         Phil 
         29th March, 2021 
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New electronic scoreboard at Exning Park 


