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So here we are with the 2019 opening match not that far away and a 
potentially daunting fixture it is too. The all day encounter with Cambridge 
University Crusaders on Sunday 28th April is a game we would not even have 
dreamt about a few years ago. However, the Sunday lads have earned this shot 
at glory and combining this with matches against Buccaneers, Free Foresters 
and I Zingari will certainly show if we deserve to be playing at this level. I have 
every confidence that we do. Otherwise the other six Sunday games are 
against traditional opposition plus there is our 2 match French tour assuming 
we are still permitted on the continent by then! 
 
We again have 10 midweek evening fixtures which include three newcomers 
comprising the techy Arm, the touring Barford straying from Warwickshire & 
local village side Swaffham Bulbeck. Everyone will of-course be receiving a 
fixture card during the next few weeks but in the meantime the full fixture list 
may be viewed on the website. 
 
Turning now to the essential ingredients needed to fulfil these fixtures, the 
players. There has been a more significant turnover of Playing Members than 
usual with 12 arrivals although three of these are upgrades from VP 
Membership namely Alex Carew, Trevor Lawrence & Will Wright. The 9 brand 
new chaps comprise allrounder Nigel Gadsby, our latest ex Cambridgeshire 
captain, youthful and extravagantly tall quick bowler Jonah Munday, a further 
tall seamer from the Southern Hemisphere Ryan Stephens and allrounder, with 
wicket keeping skills, Dougie Turner. As usual there is the Old Persean youth 
recruitment programme which has yielded batsmen Nick Cox, George Hall, 
John Howe, also a wicket keeper, & Tom Picton-Turberville who mirrors the 
ageing Will Hammond in having been the Perse captain for two years. Finally, 
we have a somewhat older OP, and indeed Cambridge Blue, in batsman Mel 
Ragnauth. The newcomers are most welcome, and I hope that they enjoy The 
Philandering experience. I calculate that the club is now the proud possessor of 
10 wicket keepers although what to do with all of them I am not quite sure. 
Perhaps the fire sale of a few on eBay might be the answer! 
 
On the debit side Michael Frape has resigned owing to pressure of life, Mark 
Samson has returned to Australia whilst Simon Gardner & Richard Hesketh 



have disappeared into the ether and assumed to have resigned. Paul Leary, 
having exited to London, has joined the VP ranks where he is joined by Nick 
McLellan and the vintage ex Cambridgeshire captain Geoff Miller who now 
seems sadly to have admitted that he will occupy the crease no more. Other 
Vice President movement includes the arrival of John Green, my old OPRUFC 
captain during the glory years, and Stuart Olley, a very long time member who 
somehow became mysteriously mislaid for a couple of years. Departure into 
the black hole that is the rest of the world has been taken by Jeremy Davidson, 
Bill Heathcote, Adam Webster & John White for reasons best known only to 
themselves. 
 
On the social side there are some dates for diaries. The Barbecue will be held 
on Saturday 22nd June at the ancestral pile of Jane & Jon Bailey. A new concept 
is occurring on Saturday 14th September when the Awards / Curry evening is to 
take place at the Curry Queen whilst the Dinner is taking place on Saturday 30th 
November in the Fenners Pavilion. The second edition of the Real Tennis 
Tournament is on Sunday 27th October at the Newmarket Real Tennis Club. 
That leaves only the Golf Championship which will be played at the Gog Magog 
Golf Club on a date in August due to be announced any day now. 
 
My thanks to Redmayne Arnold & Harris for yet again bravely sponsoring the 
website. By the way there are four new Pen Portraits now showing so it might 
be worth a quick visit to the website to see if you’ve been “honoured.” 
 
As you are all aware this year’s charity is ‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’ and as 
usual nearly everyone has given so we will be able to send off a sizeable 
donation when I have calculated what it is. A note has been made of the few 
who overlooked the giving aspect of the subscription and which I am sure will 
not affect selection, probably! 
 
Now leaving the best until last I am duty bound to mention the increase in 
match fees to £10 for afternoon fixtures & £5 for evening games. Whilst a 
modest increase is needed to keep up with match costs it will also make 
collection at the end of games that much easier without throwing coins into 
the mix. They shall remain at that level for some time to come, honestly. 
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